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OAK Class Newsletter 

Autumn 2022 

Hello Oak Class! 

Time is flying over. It’s lovely to hear pupils commenting that they can’t believe it is the end of another week – already! It’s 

great to see how the class have settled in and are beginning to rise to the expectations of the challenging curriculum in Year 

5 and 6. Mrs Oliver works with our class every morning and together we work to support your child’s learning and progress. 

Mr Joyce takes Oak Class for one afternoon every week; he is currently doing Science and Computing with them.  

Should you have any issues, please email me at oak@hunwickprimaryschool.org.uk although please continue to contact the 

office directly should your child have appointments or for clerical queries. 

PE 

This term PE is on Monday and Wednesday. A reminder of the 

appropriate kit for these days can be found below.  

- Yellow Hunwick PE T shirt  

- Blue school jumper or cardigan  

- Black / blue joggers or plain leggings  

- Blue Hunwick PE shorts  

- Trainers for outdoor  

- Plimsolls to kept in school for indoor PE  

Long hair must be tied up and no earrings worn. 

This term we will focus on tag-rugby, dance and gymnastics.  

 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is given out weekly on Thursday. Pupils should 

complete and return homework by Tuesday of the following 

week. Please support your child to complete their homework as 

independently as possible.  If they had struggled with specific 

questions, they have opportunities to speak with staff in Oak 

Class on either Friday or Monday. 

CONNECT FIVE CHALLENGE 

Complete five consecutive weeks of homework in a row and play 

a game of connect 4 against another player in the class to be in 

with a chance of winning a prize. Homework must be completed 

and handed in on time to be in with a chance of playing.  

 

 

 

SPELLINGS 

New spellings are given out on Tuesday to learn for a test the following Monday. It is important that your child takes responsibility to 

ensure that their spelling book is at school on these days. Please ensure that your child learns their spellings on a weekly basis. It may be 

helpful for you to discuss the spelling rule with them and for them to identify patterns with other words. As your child continues to 

progress through the school, it is important that they retain these spellings and begin to apply them independently within their own 

work. For the majority of pupils, an additional five spellings will be added to their learnt spellings on a weekly basis. Your child has had 

previous exposure to these spellings from spelling patterns taught within previous lessons. On occasions, spelling retests are used for 

further consolidation of your child’s learning. If you require additional support in relation to strategies to support your child learn their 

spellings, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

 
READING 
Reading is a life skill and we’d appreciate your support in encouraging your child to read widely. This way, they will become familiar with 

many different types of language and writing. Exploring a wide range of books including stories, non-fiction, poetry and playscripts will 

give your child a greater scope within their reading journey. Exposing them to a wider range of vocabulary can only be a good thing and 

we often see the outworking of this in their application of new and ambitious words into their own writing. 

Even if your child is increasingly becoming an independent reader, it is still helpful to listen to them read. It means you can help them with 

unfamiliar words and talk together to make sure that they understand the book. You could read their school reading book with them or 

ask them to share with you something that they are reading for themselves, a magazine they have or something linked to one of their 

interests. 

Why not read to them? Having a story read to them is still very important for developing their comprehension. Listening to an adult read 

gives a model for fluent reading. It allows your child to hear how a skilled reader uses expression, bringing the words on the page to life. 

Reading together gives your child time to discuss ideas and share opinions about what you’re reading. This is great, as it helps children to 

think deeply about a text and practise explaining their opinions. 
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ENGLISH 
Children will be studying a variety of 

texts this term, including: Spy Master 

(Jan Burchett), Poems from WW2 

(Gaby Morgan) and Miracle on 

Ebenezer Street (Catherine Doyle). 

Writing opportunities will focus on 

character descriptions, missing 

scenes, poems, biographies, letters 

of advice and persuasive speeches.  

 

 
SCIENCE 
During the Autumn Term, Mr Joyce will be taking Oak Class for Science. Here our 

budding scientists will get their teeth into topics including Light as well as Living 

Things and classification. They’ll be carrying out a variety of experiments to 

further enhance their investigative skills.  

 

 

 

 

COMPUTING 
As a class we are experimenting with film making 

using a range of software. We will also be making 

some digital art including the use of Scratch. 

 

 GEOGRAPHY 
Extreme Earth is our focus this term. Over a series of lessons, we will look at how natural events affect our world. From flash flooding to 

droughts, from famine to heat waves, your child will look at how extreme weather impacts the UK and other countries. As we progress 

through our topic, they will consider whether all disasters are natural and whether there is anything in their power to prevent 

catastrophes around the world.  

 

 

 

 

PSHCE 
As a whole school, this term’s PSHCE focusses are Family and Close Positive Relationships and Safe Relationships. Elements of online and 

E-safety will also be included within these topics. 

MATHS 
During the term, Year 6s will be focusing on place value 

with numbers up to 10 million. Year 5s place value focus 

will be numbers up to 1 million, with intervention taking 

place to consolidate pupils’ understanding of place value 

and number (where required). Both year groups will also 

work through units relating to addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. We will end the Autumn 

term completing a unit on fractions. A weekly statistics 

lesson will also be completed during the first half-term.  

ED SHED and TT Rock Stars 
Your child has access to ED 

SHED and TT Rock Stars. 

These platforms can support 

their learning of spellings and 

their rapid recall of 

multiplication and division 

facts. If your child requires a 

reminder of their passwords, 

please get in contact. 

HISTORY 
During this term, we are looking at the impact of the House of Tudor on the North-East of England. Whilst history often focuses on Henry 

VIII’s and the fate of his six wives, there is so much more to the Tudor dynasty than that! Did you know that the North-East of England 

was a hot-bed of rebellion against Queen Elizabeth I when she ascended to the throne in 1558? Your child will continue to develop their 

historical enquiry skills as they learn about this fascinating era within British history and the result of the Rising of the North.  

 

 RE 
Our focus in RE this term will relate to the following enquiry questions – How do Jewish people express their beliefs through practices? 

And What do the Gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus? Your child will look at beliefs, authority of belief as well as looking at the 

expression of beliefs and the impact that they have with their respective faith communities.  

 

 

 

ART 
Hans Holbein is famous for his portraits of King Henry 

VIII. We will take inspiration from his work and create 

our own masterpieces worthy of a King! We will focus 

on correct form and perspective whilst using various 

materials and techniques to create desired effects. 

DT 
Your child will be designing and making a 

Tudor draw string purse this term. Pupils 

will be given specific design criteria to 

ensure that their product is fit for purpose.  

Y6 SATS 2023 
For Year 6 pupils only, the Key Stage 2 tests are timetabled for the week beginning Monday 8th May 2023. No leave of absence requests 

please. An information meeting later in the term will give an opportunity to discuss age related expectations and how you can further 

support your child to maximise their full potential. 

 

 

 


